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Prostitution, as defined in American society, has many
social, moral, and legal ramifications. A social definition
of prostitution is sexual exchange in which the reward is
neither sexual nor affectionate. Persons prostitute when they
exchange sex or permit physical access to their bodies for
money or material gain (for example, cash, clothes, food and
shelter) and in doing so, use their bodies as a commodity for
sale. Cash is the usual reward. Prostitution is generally
practiced regularly as the chief source of income (McLeod,
1982). Prostitutes organize their everyday activities around
prostitution. It does not include affectionate relationships
such as boyfriend, girlfriend or a mistress status, even
though in such relationships material rewards may be involved.
As Pearl Bailey is claimed to have once said, "Romance without
finance is a drag." However, the receipt of gifts from a
lover does not make one a prostitute. In brief, in our
culture men frequently bestow presents of one kind or another
on their girlfriends. An offer to perform, or consent to
perform, sexual intercourse for money is sufficient to charge
a female with prostitution (Miller, 1978).
The legal definition involves four main social concerns:
(1) cash; (2) promiscuity; (3) impersonal relationship to
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sexual partner; and (4) some skill in hustling techniques.
Generally speaking, the prostitute must indicate to her
potential customer the price of the sex act before she may be
arrested for prostitution. Some statutes define a prostitute
as a woman who engages in sex for money or one who loiters for
the same purpose. A woman is fairly safe when she makes
sexual exchanges for commodities instead of cash, if only one
or a few men are involved, with whom she is personally
acquainted. The key to understanding prostitution as a social
problem is that the women usually arrested for this illicit
occupation are streetwalkers. Call girls utilize subtle
skills which render them inconspicuous, therefore, they are
rarely arrested. Call girls make a "date" via telephone, at
times with an answering service. They may keep a "black
book" with a list of clientele and those who make referrals to
them. Dates or appointments are scheduled for certain time
periods and places; for example, the woman's apartment, the
John's apartment, or a hotel room. Call girls are at the top
of the prostitution ladder and refer to themselves as "call
girls" or girls in the life. They charge high fees, maintain
a respectable appearance, consort with consenting middle and
upperclass men and are rarely arrested (Sage, 1989).
Various forms of prostitution have existed throughout
history, and are dependent in style and procedure on the
economic, social, and moral values of a particular society at
a particular time. Attitudes toward prostitution in the
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United States have historically been based on the Christian
view of immorality or deviance, rather than on any basic
knowledge of this occupation of social organization of origin,
or relationship to its customers. Since the 1960s,
researchers have separated the moral issues from the social
reality of prostitution and have begun to study the varieties
and types of prostitution, the individuals involved, and their
career patterns (forms of organizations, recruitment, and
socialization) (Davis, 1971). Researchers have also become
more interested in the social meanings and explanations of the
prostitutes themselves; that is, how do they view themselves
as prostitutes, and how do they look upon prostitution as a
way of life.
Prostitutes in the United States are rarely recruited or
forced into the profession. They have a tendency to drift
into it, that is, from a party girl who sleeps around for free
until she realizes that she should get paid for her sexual
favors; and, that "tricking" beats a nine to five job in terms
of money and physical exertion. The point is, this self
realization is developed over a period of time. She becomes
a prostitute before she defines herself as one - though others
may or may not have defined her as one.
A pimp may precipitate the first exchange of sex for
money, but the self concept of permitting the act is usually
the result of an extended process involving personal contacts
with deviants, criminals, gamblers, drug dealers, pimps.
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prostitutes, and other night people who hustle in one way or
another as a livelihood. Sexual exploitation, including
molestation, incest or rape, may leave a child with the
feeling that she or he is sexually "spoiled;" thus contribute
to a later career in prostitution, but this is probably rare
(Carmen, 1985).
Prostitution has long been an area of interest for social
scientists, but research studies reflect disagreement in the
area of prostitution in American Society, that is, its
definition, and labeling as a social problem, a vice, a
deviant occupation, a deviant profession, a deviant career, or
an occupation (Jenness, 1990). Sometimes prostitution is
difficult to define because a female may work at a legitimate
occupation, for example, as a waitress, and turn occasional
tricks on the side. The problem then becomes which mode of
work is her occupation and which is her avocation or
moonlighting endeavor. She is not an outright prostitute
because she carefully selects her "dates" at certain times.
She might even be emotionally and affectionally tied to some
of them. She gets paid for sex which she might enjoy. This
thesis deals with street walkers who exchange sex for money
from strangers. I am dealing with hard core prostitutes,
therefore, there is no "Problem of Definition."
Although prostitution is legal in many countries around
the world, it is generally regulated by some form of
government licensing and health checking procedures. In
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countries where it is legal, many laws and restrictions
regulate the occupation and those who participate in it. For
example brothels may be confined to certain areas in a city;
prostitutes may be required to carry special identification
cards; prostitutes may be confined to particular work places.
Prostitution is illegal in all U.S. jurisdictions except for
several counties in Nevada (Sanders, 1989).
Statement of the Problem
In this thesis I have developed a profile of thirty black
female street walkers incarcerated at the City of Atlanta Jail
and the Fulton County Jail. This study focuses on who they
are, how they prostitute, when they prostitute, and why they
prostitute. Based on personal interviews, the chief questions
guiding this study are, "how is it that black women turn to
prostitution with its low status and stigma as an occupation, ”
and "what characteristics do they possess."
Source of Data




In the sociological literature on prostitution, attention
has been given to various aspects of the life and the world of
the prostitute, such as: early sexual experience, motivations
for being a prostitute, pimp-prostitute relationships,
learning patterns, forms of prostitution, etc. (James and
Meyerding, 1977). There are no studies that deal directly
with the profiles of black incarcerated female prostitutes.
Types of Prostitutes
Streetwalkers or Street Hustlers. These women work "on
the block" in open view of police and customers. They usually
stand on street corners or in doorways waiting for a customer
to walk or drive by, and either wait to be approached by a man
or take the initiative themselves by asking, "Do you want a
date?" They are easily identified by the fact that they are
standing alone for extended periods of time on the street.
This is unusual for a woman. Furthermore, they obviously look
at passersby in cars and frequently convey to them signals of
sexual availability. They can sometimes be identified by
bright clothing, a lot of makeup, boots and revealing attire.
Some streetwalkers prefer to dress more discreetly in order
to avoid unwanted police attention. Even when there is no
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clothing subtlety, changing fashions for all women make
identification by clothing somewhat risky. Streetwalkers
attract attention through and by body language (e.g. gestures,
physical stances) as well as clothing. You cannot dress in a
business suit then change to high heels, gaudy makeup, short
dresses or skirts and not be noticed. In large metropolitan
areas they work days as well as nights, and their level of
aggressiveness in contacting customers substantially increases
at night. Streetwalkers' style, the way they look and the
money they make usually depends on whether they work in
affluent or the poorer sections of a city. Some streetwalkers
have moved to suburban shopping centers or airports to find
customers and to avoid the police. Once she has found a
customer, a streetwalker follows the "john" (customer) to a
hotel, takes him home, or takes him to a "trick house" that
provides cheap rooms for prostitution (Sage, 1989).
Bar Girls. Some prostitutes work in bars, where they
spend their time sitting, conversing, drinking and waiting for
a customer to approach them, usually by buying them a drink.
The quality of their clientele, and the money they make,
depends on the quality of the bar. They dress respectively in
the mode that female square bar patrons dress. They do not
wish to be too conspicuous. In order to work, they usually
make a payoff to the bar manager, in one way or another; e.g.,
sexual favors to him or his friends. In traditional "B-Girl"
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situations, the prostitute is also required to encourage
patrons to drink more in order to raise the bar's profits. It
takes longer for a prostitute to obtain a customer in a bar
than on the street, but she is far safer from arrest and
physical assault. She also has access to more affluent
customers. The police at times rely on entrapment, which can
be a setback if the bartender recognizes the vice officer
(Nwankwo, 1988). Entrapment usually involves persuading the
prostitute to set a price for the later sexual transaction;
i.e., an up-front monetary agreement.
Masseuses. Not all massage parlors or bathhouses provide
sexual services, but most do. The usual procedure is for the
prostitute to make arrangements with the customer after he
enters a massage cubicle. The owner of the facility pretends
to be unaware of any illicit activity. The female prostitutes
work regular shifts and split their fees in various ways with
the owner. Some provide only limited sexual services; others
do whatever the customer wants and requests. Fees depend on
the nature of the sexual service (Goldman, 1974).
Studio models and escorts. Some photography studios
advertise nude models, "sense awareness" centers, escort
services, and dance and body-painting studios are among the
potential covers for prostitution. Each type of service
operates in a slightly different way. The man usually pays
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for the escort by the hour, or for the evening; i.e., to the
establishment. The sexual deal he might make with the escort
is separate and another thing. An escort may accompany a
customer to his hotel room, a party or on a trip. At body¬
painting studios, the customer may finger paint the
prostitute's body, or she may paint his. There are
regulations to the paintable parts of the body and the medium
that can be used (usually tempera or a mixture of baby oil and
talcum powder). Body painting and other such services take
place in private cubicles similar to those in a massage parlor
(Goldman, 1974).
Stag party workers. Stag parties used to be familiar on
campus, but they are now rare except in more conservative
areas. Most stag parties are now put on by men's private
clubs, or in public night clubs. Men are served dinner and
drinks by topless waitresses while strippers and dancers
prance around or present a show. Gambling may also be a common
part of the program. If the waitresses or entertainers are
prostitutes, the customers can make arrangements with them for
sexual services. Agreements are made to meet after the party,
at closing time or at some other time or place. Telephone
numbers may be exchanged for future encounters. By working
large stag parties, a new prostitute can build up a phone
list. Small parties, or "orgies," are also common. One woman
may service a group of men in a hotel room or two or three
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women may stag a party for several men or entertain several
men. These arrangements may be made through an entertainment
agency, madam or through other prostitutes. In some of the
better hotels in big cities there are escort service brochures
by the telephone with the pictures and statistics on female
escort personnel. You may call for a particular girl or go
down and pick her out. All sizes, colors and ethnics are
usually available (Greenwald, 1982).
Hotel Prostitutes. In the past some hotels gave
prostitutes rooms to live in so that they would be available
for guests. The most frequent arrangement now is for a
prostitute to arrange with the bell man or manager to refer
customers to her for a fee. Many second-class hotels still
have "working women" living on the premises, with varying
arrangements for cuts on the payments, and restrictions on
bringing in customers from outside the hotel. Hotel
prostitutes may sit in various hotel bars and wait for
customers to pick them up (Sage, 1989).
Convention Prostitutes. All prostitutes take advantage
of conferences in their home city that attract large numbers
of out-of-town males. Some prefer to obtain the schedules of
major convention centers and travel the convention circuit.
These prostitutes find out which conventioneers spend the most
money and are easiest to handle, and they attend conventions
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accordingly. Prostitutes working hotels may pose as
secretaries or sales promoters, roam hotel lobbies, display
rooms, and crash cocktail parties. They may take a room in
the convention hotel or nearby hotel to handle the volume of
business. Pew prostitutes bother with shoe clerks or college
professors for obvious reasons - they have little' money to
spend.
Call Girls. The "call girl business" is basically a
system of prostitution by telephone. Instead of working in a
studio or picking up customers on the street, at bars or at
conventions, the prostitute sets up her own referral business.
Many of these individuals collect a book of names and
telephone numbers or buy them from other call girls. Others
begin by taking the extra customers of an established call
girl and paying them a share of the fee. Sometimes one woman
is essentially a "madam" who acts as a central referral
agency for a string of prostitutes. Almost all prostitutes do
some telephone business with steady customers, but the call
girls do nothing else, relying on their answering service or
home telephone for all their business. New customers are
referred by old ones, and customers seeking a different
prostitute may exchange nximbers with one another. The
economic and social status of the call girl depends on the
class of her customers, and her fees - at times exceeding well
over one hundred dollars. She charges more for all nighters.
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This type of business is safer and steadier than the other
types of prostitution. The police rarely arrest such
prostitutes, and slow times can always be speeded up by
telephoning customers and extending invitations. These girls
are usually more attractive, better educated, and have more
class than other prostitutes (Roebuck and Frese, 1976).
Nevada house prostitutes. Nevada is the only state with
local county option for legalized houses of prostitution.
All but the urban counties, Reno, Las Vegas, and Lake Tahoe,
have opted for legalized prostitution. The desert is dotted
with purple and pink trailers of such brothels as the Mustang
Ranch, Miss Kitty's, Marie's, and the Pink Pussycat. Women
who work in this house system are fingerprinted and checked by
the local public health officials. The house rules vary, but
usually the women live in the trailers for three weeks and
then leave for one week. Customers drive out from town, ring
the bell on the fence surrounding the trailers, and select a
woman from the lounge display. The women pay the house owner
fifty to sixty percent of their earnings, take any customer
who chooses them, and rarely leave the house area until their
week off. The activities are legal and the women are
protected, but the work is hard and the basic charge per
customer is low. Las Vegas and Reno have escort services
which are another form of prostitution.
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Illegal house and apeirtinent prostitutes. A number of
houses or apartment arrangements operate similarly to the
Nevada houses, but illegally and with fewer prostitutes and
customers. Usually three or four women share a business
apartment. One operates as an informal madam, and the
business is based on telephone, cab-driver, and bartender
referrals. Not like the call girls, the women do not live in
the house when they are not working (Kessler-Harris, 1981).
The crime of keeping a place of prostitution in most
jurisdictions is a misdemeanor of high and aggravated nature
and is punishable by a fine not to exceed five thousand
dollars, or by confinement for a term not to exceed twelve
months, or both (Kurtz, M, 1989).
Circuit Travelers. Some prostitutes work a more general
circuit than that of the conventions, and their clientele is
of a lower social class. Traveling in groups of two or three,
these women cater to migrant labor Ccunps, lumber camps, and
work camps. "Road whores," as they are sometimes called, may
work an entire camp in one evening and then move on.
Permission to work at a particular camp is usually secured
from a foreman, who receives a cut of the earnings in return.
Alternatively, the women set themselves up nearby and rely on
the grapevine for the men to know of their presence.
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Miscellaneous. All the possible varieties of
prostitution and contact systems can hardly be eniimerated.
For excunple, women work airports and the hotels surrounding
them, using such covers as hotel maids, manicurists, and
models. One adventurous woman worked at a large toll bridge.
She would hitchhike at one end, make her pitch, have the
customer pull off to a rest area on either side of the bridge,
provide service, and then hitchhike back (Reynolds, 1986).
PIMPING
A pimp is a person who commits the offense of pimping
when he performs any of the following acts: (1) offers or
agrees to obtain a prostitute for another; (2) offers or
agrees to arrange a meeting of persons for the purpose of
prostitution; (3) directs another to a place knowing such
direction is for the purpose of prostitution; (4) receives
money or other things of value from a prostitute, without
lawful consideration, knowing it was earned in whole or in
part from prostitution; or (5) aids or abets, counsels, or
commands another in the commission of prostitution or aids or
assists in prostitution where the proceeds or profits are to
be divided. The Pseudo-Family (PIMP family) is a family-like
institution made up of the pimp and the women who work for
him. Female members refer to each other as "wives-in-law" and
to the man for whom they work as "my man." Although the women
turn their profits (cash) over to the "pimp," they all benefit
15
from increased wealth by being housed in nice apartments, by
gifts of jewelry, clothing, and protection from the pimp
(Sheehy, 1971).
Any man who lives with a prostitute is called a pimp,
although the key factors that distinguish a prostitute-pimp
relationship from that of a normal marriage are the illegality
of the occupation, the woman's position as the main
breadwinner, and the fact the pimp has and simultaneously
maintains two or more similar relationships. Prostitutes who
can get a relationship with a "high class" pimp enhance their
standing in their subculture, and status plays an important
role in daily interactions. The pimp often fills the role of
business manager as well as lover. He may be a father figure,
but he often abuses the prostitute. He rarely goes with her
while she works, but usually manages and keeps the money,
provides for transportation, and maintains the principal
residence. He may also tell his women when and where to work.
The pimp holds the top position. He collects all of the money
that the women earn and makes decisions about how it is spent.
The pimp has the final say about who is recruited into his
family, regardless of the fact that his current women may be
opposed to the idea of additional "wives-in-law." The pimp
and prostitute usually first start out working as a one-on-one
couple, but may later recruit other women into the family who
become the first woman's wife-in-law. The most prestigious
position for the prostitute is to become the "bottom woman."
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"Bottom women" help the man take care of business by making
sure that the household is in good working order. They are
also expected to keep tabs on their "wives-in-law" and to
smooth out any differences that may occur between them. The
pimp places a special trust in the woman that occupies the
bottom woman position. To safeguard the position and to
control the jealousy that her wives-in-law may feel toward
her because of her higher status, the "bottom woman" must
convince her wives-in-law (individually) that they are the
pimp's favorite woman. To gain the trust of the "bottom
woman" the pimp passes on privileged information to her about
her "wives-in-law." Having this kind of information she
receives could be used to flaunt the fact that she is her
"man's" favorite. The bottom woman must remain decreet if she
is to retain her position and keep the family together.
A female street hustler can also become a "bottom woman"
by working her way up through the ranks of the family, but
this is rare. Depending on the situation, becoming a "bottom
woman" can take anywhere from weeks to years. Usually young
white women have the best chance of promotion because they
make the most money due to the discrimination of customers and
to the fact that they can work in more and better locations
than black women, without attracting attention from the
police.
The offense of pimping is a misdemeanor of a high and
aggravated nature. A person convicted of pimping can be
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punished by a fine not to exceed five thousand dollars or by
confinement for a term not to exceed twelve months, or both
(Kurtz, 1990). In some jurisdictions pimping is a felony.
Prostitution as an Occupation
Sex-role stereotyping has an extensive influence in many
aspects of our society, including the economic system. Money¬
making options are still quite limited for women, especially
for un - or low skilled women. Recognition of this basic sex
inequality in our economic structure helps us understand
prostitution as an occupational choice for some women, rather
than as a symptom of immorality or the deviance of
individuals. There is evidence that some women, in choosing
the occupation of prostitution, are reacting to their
victimization by this sex-based economic inequity (Johnson,
1975).
A person's choice of occupation is not limited solely by
external realities. One's self-image plays an important part
in one's perception of possible alternatives. Women as a
whole suffer from an especially narrow self-image in terms of
occupational choices because of sex-role stereotyping.
Traditionally, women's roles have been those of wife and
mother, both of which are exclusively biological. The emphasis
on service carries over into the definition of "new"
traditional women's roles, such as teaching children, serving
food or drink, and secretarial work. The importance of
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physical appearance in many of these occupations reinforces
women's self image as physical/biological objects, limited to
the confines of their sex-role stereotype at work as well as
at home. Prostitution is one way for women to reject their
victimization by our sex-biased economic system; i.e., by
choosing an independent and exciting albeit "deviant",
occupational lifestyle (Rosenblum, 1975).
Some women in the past have often been confined to the
home and limited in the type of occupations they could pursue.
Some women have been turned down for marriages because they
were not virgins, or were for some other reason without homes
or husbands or supporting male relatives. Still, some of
these women have felt themselves forced to turn to
prostitution in order for self-support. Society has tolerated
these conditions rather than face the issue of alternative
employment for women. Some women have had little say about
prostituting themselves. In societies where slavery has been
widespread and where aristocracies are prominent, many women
were designated as prostitutes, though slaves are not
necessarily prostitutes, and most frequently are not. Women
classified as prostitutes have been blackballed from the
company of proper women. A woman can achieve status in such
a society if she becomes the mistress or companion of a
powerful man. Such a mistress is often in an influential
position and her family can benefit from her influence. Many
well-to-do families are willing to see their daughters become
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mistresses of kings or powerful princes.
Besides working for economic reasons, some women
(particularly these in western developed societies) work
because it satisfies their social functions and provides
social and emotional rewards. Occupations are clues to these
individuals' social being and identity. They are activities
performed to make a living and means by which individuals give
meaning to their lives. These meanings are based on
relationships developed, not only at work, but at home, in the
community and in other settings. Contacts with people at work
may lead to relationships outside the work place.
Associations or friendships may develop which can link
individuals to a wider number of people in the broader society
(Johnson, 1975). Such women rarely become prostitutes.
If prostitutes are to learn their trade, a period of time
is necessary to pick up the necessary knowledge. Prostitutes
have to be capable of finding customers, selling themselves,
providing a place to transact business, pleasing the customer,
collecting their money, and protecting themselves from
disease, pregnancy, physical injury, and avoiding the police.
Due to unhealthy working conditions, diseases, assaults by
customers and arrest by the police, prostitution is a
hazardous occupation. Many prostitutes are also drug abusers
which does not lead to a healthy or lengthy life.
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Functionalism and Prostitution
Davis' functionalist analysis of prostitution,
consequently, views prostitution as enuring because of its
contribution to other institutions, for example, marriage.
Davis indicates the ancient justification for this condemned
phenomenon is that it protects the family. Prostitution is
viewed as no threat to marriage and as protecting the
traditional family system because prostitution may fulfill
sexual requests considered "immoral and hence out of bounds of
wives and sweethearts" (Davis, 1971). Davis also views
prostitution as having other advantages: prostitution is
economical, impartial, and impersonal. Prostitution also
permits a small number of women to take care of the needs of
a large number of men. It is the most convenient sexual
outlet for an army and for the legions of strangers, perverts,
and physically repulsive in our society. It performs a
function, apparently, which no other institution fully
performs.
According to Davis, prostitution is considered by some to
be a vice, designed "sinful and/or degrading indulgence of a
natural appetite for itself alone rather than for any worth
while purpose." It is condemned since it serves no recognized
goal. The norms of society are designed to tie the sexual act
to some stable relationship, but prostitution divorces the
sexual act from stable relationships. Consequently, women who
are prostitutes are condemned and lose social esteem. These
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women are viewed as promiscuous and willingly trade sex for
money in an emotionally nonchalant manner. Prostitution is
considered by Davis as a vice which makes a contribution to
the social order, has advantageous and also negative
consequences. Defined as evil and condemned in contemporary
industrial societies, prostitution is regulated in the
interest of institutional stability. Attention needs to be
given to the dysfunctions of prostitution. When studied as an
occupation, one sees that there are numerous hazards for its
victims.
Laws Dealing with Prostitution
The laws dealing with prostitution vary considerably from
state to state. In some jurisdictions, the customer of a
prostitute is technically not engaging in any illegal act,
although he may be violating another statute by participating
in a "crime against nature" or fornication. In states such as
New York, where this type of law is in effect, the law has
been justified on the grounds that it is unfair to penalize
the prostitute but not her customer. The prostitute is liable
to arrest, although it is primarily the street girl and the
male street hustler who are vulnerable. This is because many
laws against prostitution are actually directed against
loitering in a public place for purposes of prostitution or
solicitation.
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In most cases of women arrested for prostitution,
violation, a misdemeanor, and conviction leads to a minimal




This descriptive study develops a profile of black female
prostitutes by way of personal interviews to find out who they
were, how and why they engage in prostitution. The personal
interviews were guided by fifty topical cpiestions posed to the
respondents. These questions were constructed to cover data
on each subject in the following areas: social background,
prostitution as an occupation, characteristics, drugs and
prostitution, relationships with men, prostitution and
parenting, skills and knowledge of prostitution, police and
prostitution, tricks and prostitution, sexually transmitted
diseases and prostitution. The sample consisted of thirty
black female prostitutes who were incarcerated at the Fulton
County and the City of Atlanta Jails in Atlanta, Georgia from
April 1991 to February 1992. Each interview lasted
approximately one hour.
Through correspondence and after personally meeting the
Superintendents of the Fulton County Jail and the City of
Atlanta Jails, I explained that I was a graduate student at
Clark Atlanta University, from the Criminal Justice
Department, under the advisement of Dr. K.S.Murty, performing
research on the black female prostitute. I assured the jail
officials, along with each prostitute interviewed, that
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anonymity would be maintained.
The prostitutes were selected by using the snowball
technique. Each prostitute volunteered to be interviewed.
The snowball technique was used whereby each prostitute
interviewed referred me to another prostitute whom she knew
would be willing to be interviewed. This selection method was
used until I completed thirty interviews. Given my time frame
and the number of available prostitutes, I considered this to
be an adequate sample. I selected interviewees until it
became obvious that they were all giving me the same answers.
Only two prostitutes refused to be interviewed. If questions
were not answered to my satisfaction, I probed for details.
The interviews were held one at a time in a large room where
doctors examine the inmates. The subjects answered the
questions in a direct, easygoing, simple manner. Each
interview lasted an average of one hour.
DEFINITION OF TERMS
Fellatio. Stimulation of the male genitals by use of the
tongue, lips, and mouth.
Sadism. The intentional, repeated infliction of pain on
another person to achieve sexual excitement.
Masochism. A condition in which a person derives sexual
arousal from being hurt or hiimiliated.
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Straight Lav. The act of having sexual intercourse with
male and female genitals.
Golden Shower. The act of urinating on a sexual partner
before or during sexual intercourse.
Half and Half. Half sexual intercourse and half oral
sex.
Greek (anal sexK Stimulation and/or penetration of the
anus during sexual intercourse.
Talk Dirty. Making sexual comments to arouse a person's
sexual appetite.





Why did you become a prostitute ?
Twenty-two of the prostitutes said that they prostituted
to support their drug habit, which was smoking crack
cocaine. It was the only occupation that they could do
at the time in order to receiye fast money. Six of the
prostitutes prostituted for economic reasons,i.e., taking
care of their family and paying bills. Two of the
prostitutes said they liked to haye sex with different
men in addition to receiying financial rewards.
Do you find your job interesting?
Twenty eight of the prostitutes did not find their job
interesting, just a bore. Howeyer, two of the
prostitutes did indeed find their job to be interesting
because their objectiye was to haye sex with different
men.
How old are you?
The prostitutes' ages ranged from twenty-one to thirty-
seyen, with an ayerage age of twenty-four.
What is your marital status?
Twenty-six of the prostitutes were single, three
separated, and one diyorced.
Do you haye any children?
All of the prostitutes had at least two or more children.
One prostitute, age 23, had six children. She gaye them
all up for adoption.
276.How many children do you have?
The majority of the prostitutes have two children.7.Who is taking care of vour children now?
Twenty of the prostitutes' children were placed in foster
homes. The immediate families, usually the mother or
grandmother, tended the remainder.8.Are you currently in a relationship with any one man?
All of the prostitutes responded no.9.Have you ever been in a Iona term relationship with any
one man?
The majority (twenty-five) of the prostitutes said "no."10.Do the children ever see their father? If so, how often?
All but one (twenty-eight), said the father never came
around.11.How much education do you have?
The educational levels of the prostitutes indicated that
they were high school dropouts (twenty-eight). One had
completed high school. One prostitute had gone to
college for two years and spent seven years in the U.S.
Army. She met her husband, who started her on crack
cocaine, and became hooked. Soon thereafter they split.12.What were you doing before entering prostitution?
All prostitutes stated that they did not possess a
regular full time job. All prostitutes said they were
unemployed.
2813.Do you have anv working skills?
All of the prostitutes seemed to possess some type of
minimiim working skills such as operating press machines,
hairdresser, waitressing, and the most common domestic
services. Only one prostitute who attended college had
more advanced working skills, such as clerical work and
operating a computer. Most (twenty-seven), would be
considered to be unskilled.14.How did you become involved in prostitution?
Twenty-three prostitutes said they started to prostitute
on their own, after observing other prostitutes making
fast money on the streets. Four of the prostitutes
started with a pimp. Two of the prostitutes started with
the help of friends, and one prostitute started
prostituting to support her and her husband's drug habit.15.Were you using drugs before you entered prostitution?
All prostitutes were using drugs before entering
prostitution.16.What drugs were you using?
All of the prostitutes smoked crack, which costs five
dollars per hit. When I questioned them about the kind
of "high" crack gave them, the most common responses
were:
A very paranoid feeling
Feels like an orgasm
A daydream high
A twenty minute high that makes you feel stupid
afterwards for blowing so much money.
All the prostitutes said it was a "high" that you keep
trying to find after using it for that particular time -
trying to get back to that first "high," which never
happens.
2917.What drugs were you using at the time of vour arrest?
All prostitutes said they were trying to buy their next
hit of crack.18.Do you feel prostitution interferes with being a parent?
All but one prostitute said "no." All prostitutes
appeared to have a guilty conscious. Obviously they lied
on this question, they all gave excuses that their
children were in foster homes or were being taken care of
by their mothers or grandmothers.19.Are there specific skills and knowledge needed in
prostitution? If so, please explain.
All of the prostitutes said you need to know how to turn
tricks on, how to sell yourself, how to please customers
and how to avoid the police. One of the prostitutes, age
29, said knowledge plays an important role in
prostitution. She said she never works when she is
"high," because she said that you are not as alert when
you are high. She reported that once she was picked up
by a van that had six men in it (which she did not know
at the time) . They took her to an isolated location and
repeatedly raped her. She said that would never have
happened had she not been "high." She also said you need
all of your energy to work on a full stomach. They all
said they never knew when they would be called on to
defend themselves, so they carry their knives at all
times.20.How do you handle problems with the police?
All prostitutes said they tried to avoid the police. On
more than one occasion the prostitutes said the police
approached them in unmarked cars and picked them up like
a regular trick. They provided service (usually oral
sex), then when service was over the police arrested
them. They said that when they reported giving the
arresting policemen service to their attorneys and the
judges, nothing happened.
3021.Do you have any other source of income?
The prostitutes with children received AFDC, a welfare
check.22.Where do you and the trick go?
The majority of the prostitutes said they performed
services in the "trick's" car. In a few cases they went
to a motel. All of these women worked at night.23.Do you see the same trick more than once?
All of the prostitutes said that they saw the same trick
more than once. Twelve of the prostitutes saw the same
customer once a week.24.Have you ever formed any attachments with tricks?
All but one said "no," this one became attached to a
white trick when he offered to help her get off of drugs
and offered her a place to stay. She stayed with him for
three months and left. She said it just did not work out
because she still wanted to smoke crack cocaine.25.Do you get off sexually with tricks?
Only three prostitutes said that they "get off" sexually
on straight lays. All said they got off with oral sex
(when the tricks went down on them).26.Do you get sexually frustrated with tricks?
Twenty-seven prostitutes said they did. They said they
wanted the tricks to hurry up, have an orgasm, and get
lost.
3127.Do you consider yourself to be heterosexual, bi-sexual or
lesbian?
All of the prostitutes considered themselves to be
heterosexual.28.Do you service both sexes?
If the money was right they said they would have sex with
a female, in some rare cases they did.29.According to the literature, some researchers sav that
prostitution "messes with their head," e.g., prostitutes
sav that they often crv. get depressed, are anorv. hurt
their children. Have vou ever felt like this?
These prostitutes were very hard core. They stated that
prostitution did not mess up their heads, but at times
they felt guilty because of their children.30.On the average, how much money do vou make a night?
Twenty-two prostitutes said that they made under fifty
dollars a night. Eight prostitutes said they make
between fifty and a hundred dollars a night.31.What does vour family think about vou being a prostitute?
Most of the prostitutes said their families did not like
what they were doing. The prostitutes tried to avoid
contact with their immediate families for this reason.32.How do vou protect yourself from Sexually Transmitted
Diseases?
All prostitutes said that they made the man use condoms,
but not all the time - particularly when they perform
oral sex.
3233.Do you ever worry that some of vour tricks could have the
AIDS virus?
All but one prostitute said "yes." This one said she
does not worry about the AIDS virus because she is going
to die one day anyway. I did not get the impression any
worried too much; that is, that they viewed AIDS as an
occupational hazard.34.How do you protect yourself against pregnancy?
All of the prostitutes, but one, said that they made the
customer use condoms. None of the prostitutes were on
the pill or any other type of contraceptives. One
prostitute said sometimes she made the man use condoms
and sometimes she does not.35.How do you protect yourself against physical abuse?
All of the prostitutes said that they usually carry a
knife.36.What do you do when you are not working as a prostitute?
All of the prostitutes said sleep, smoke crack, and watch
T.V.37.How many people on the average did you entertain in one
night?
The majority of the prostitutes said they entertain
between four and six customers a night. The rest of the
prostitutes said that they entertain between seven and
ten customers a night.38.On the average, how long did each session last?
The prostitutes said that when they performed oral sex it
would last anywhere between ten and fifteen minutes. If




Were you an abused child growing up?
All but three prostitutes said "no."
One said that she was physically and sexually abused by
her grandfather and uncle. One said her stepfather
sexually molested her. The third one said that her
father sexually abused her.40.Do you have preferred clientele?
The majority of the prostitutes said that they did not
have any preferred clientele. However, they pointed out
the white men paid more money than black men.41.Who pays more for services?
The prostitutes said that white men usually pay more for
services.42.Do you ever plan to leave prostitution?
Twenty-seven prostitutes said yes. They would like to
find another job. Three prostitutes said no because
that is what they enjoy doing. However, none had made
any definite plans to exit prostitution.43.What will you do should you stop prostitution?
Most of the respondents answered, "to get a job;" but
their plans were vague.44.Do you feel that prostitution should be legalized?
All thirty said "yes," because if it were legalized they
would stay out of jail.
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45. How well do you like your job?
Most of the prostitutes said that they did not like being
a prostitute at all. Only three said they liked it.
46.. What types of acts do tricks ask you to perform:
a. Straight lay
b. Fellatio (oral)







The prostitutes said the majority of customers desired
fellatio performed. The next choice was half and half,
followed in order by straight lay, S&M, hand job, anal,
and talk dirty.47.Which acts do you prefer?
All of the prostitutes said they prefer fellatio, because
it is quick.48.Have you ever ripped off a trick?
All prostitutes said "no."49.How many times have you been incarcerated for
prostitution?
Most of the prostitutes said that this time was their
third time. All had been jailed at least once before.
The average jailing was three times.50.Does being incarcerated deter you from prostitution?
All prostitutes said "no."
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
The following topical summary was obstructed from the
answers to the fifty questions.
Social Background of Prostitutes
The majority of the prostitutes were in their mid¬
twenties, and were single. Most of these women were high
school dropouts. Some had minor working skills, such as
operating press machines, waitressing, and performing domestic
services. Only one prostitute who had gone to college for two
years and had seven years in the Army, had more advanced
working skills such as clerical work and operating the
computer. All of the prostitutes had at least two children.
These children were either staying in a foster home or with
relatives, because most of them had been arrested on numerous
occasions for prostitution and were in an out of jail. These
women consider themselves to be heterosexual even though on
some occasion they have had sex with a female. The majority
of these women claimed that they were not abused in any way
when growing up. Overall, most of the prostitutes did not
seem to possess any type of remorse for being a prostitute.
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Pros'tl'tu'tlon as an Occupation
The majority of the prostitutes chose this profession in
order to support their drug habit of smoking crack cocaine.
It was the only occupation that they could do in order to
receive fast money. Since these women were involved with
crack cocaine, their idle time and money were always spent on
trying to get the next "hit" of crack. In some cases the
prostitutes would sell their body for crack cocaine instead of
receiving money. Most of these women did not want to get a
regular job because they knew they would not be able to keep
it because of their drug addiction. In one case a woman began
prostitution when her husband became a crack addict and
eventually she became hooked also because he made her sell her
body so that they both could buy crack.
The prostitutes did not find their job interesting, but
just a way to make quick money so they could get high. These
women said they would eventually like to get out of
prostitution and get a legal job, but they have no plans in
this direction - and seem to be living from day to day.
Drugs and Prostitution
All of these prostitutes were addicted to crack cocaine.
They claimed that their body craves the drug and that they
could not function without it. When I questioned them about
the type of high crack gave them, the most common responses
were:
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a) a very paranoid feeling
b) feels like an orgasm
c) a daydream high
d) a very alert high
e) took away all problems
f) a sexual stimulant
All the prostitutes said it was a high that keeps you
going back after using that first time of that particular day,
trying to get back to that first high, which they know will
never happen.
Relationship with Men
All of the prostitutes were single and were promiscuous
before becoming a prostitute. Only one claimed to have never
been in a long term relationship with any one man. Most of
the encounters with men were one night stands. They nor their
children, saw the father of their children on a regular basis.
Furthermore, in most cases the so-called father was in doxibt
about their fatherhood because the mother had been promiscuous
since they met.
These women claim that they can get their welfare checks
and food stamps if they tell the Social Security Agency that
they do not know the whereabouts of the father of their
children. All prostitutes mentioned that eventually they
would like to settle down and have a long term relationship
with one man, but they were not optimistic about this wish.
Prostitution and Parenting
All prostitutes stated that prostitution did not
interfere with parenting. However, they did try to avoid the
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question of the well-being of their children by not making eye
contact with me when children were mentioned. It seemed that
they were trying to hide guilt. Some of these women claim
that their children did not know why their mothers were in
jail or why they had been placed in foster homes. Some
prostitutes stated that their children stayed at home by
themselves while they worked in order to get paid and go buy
crack. Most parents said their children could take care of
themselves, or that others take care of them.
To this day, none of the prostitutes that I interviewed
have custody of their children. The children were either
placed with relatives or placed in foster homes.
Skills and Knowledge of Prostitution
All of the prostitutes stated that prostitution is just
like a regular job, they claim you need certain skills,
knowledge, and common sense in order to be successful. Some
said they would wear clothes that would reveal their bodies
provocatively, e.g., items of clothing such as flashy tight
spandex dresses, mini-skirts, hot pants and biker shorts.
They would also wear high heel shoes, extra makeup, and
sometimes a wig.
All stated that knowledge plays an important role in
prostitution, that is, they had to know how to solicit
customers. They usually solicited their customers by walking
provocatively up and down the street and making eye contact
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with passers-by in automobiles. Once the potential client
pulls over, the prostitute would tell him something that will
immediately stimulate his sexual appetite. The prostitute did
not mention anything about money fearing that her potential
client might be the police. On one occasion a prostitute was
picked up by two white men who took her to a house and raped
her for two days. Another time a prostitute was approached by
a man and his wife to go and have sex with both of them. The
prostitute did not go with them because she was fearful for
her life. She stated, "in some cases after a prostitute
provides services to a couple, often is never heard of again."
These prostitutes stated that on most occasions they
carry a knife for protection. In some situations, once the
prostitute has provided the service to clients in a hotel room
or another type of room, the client would not pay her and in
some cases would attempt to beat her up. These prostitutes
stated bad experiences had taught them what to do and what not
to do the next time.
They said the prostitute has to know how to please her
customers once she has been picked up. Most of their clients
prefers fellatio or half and half, so the prostitute has to be
skillful with her mouth, and be able to work quickly. The
prostitute also has to be extremely skillful with all acts of
sexual intercourse. In some cases, straight sex along with
fellatio is required. These prostitutes frequently have to do
what their clients wife or girlfriend won't do. In a lot of
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cases it may be "talking dirty," saying things that the client
wants to hear and making him feel that he is sexy. In a few
cases, sadism and masochism is involved. A prostitute was
requested to stick straight pins in the tip of the client's
penis and slam the penis in a drawer so that he could have an
orgasm. On another occasion a prostitute was requested to
whip her customer with a whip while he spanked her buttocks.
Police and Prostitution
All of these prostitutes had been arrested by undercover
police officers. On an average of three previous occasions
all had been previously jailed. They all viewed arrest and
jail as an occupational risk.
All said they try to avoid the police. On more than one
occasion the prostitutes stated that the police approached
them in their unmarked car and picked them up like a regular
customer. The prostitute would provide the service (which was
usually fellatio) and when the service was over they were
arrested. When the prostitute reported these acts to her
attorney or even the judge, nothing was done. It was a matter
of her credibility or the credibility of the police officer.
Some of the prostitutes said that some police officers are
their friends, and claim that their friends protect them from
other police by showing them safe spots for the commission of
sex acts; usually an abandoned street or at a hotel parking
lot.
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These prostitutes stated that they were definitely in
favor of legalizing prostitution. If it were legalized, they
said it would keep them out of jail and they would not have to
deal with dirty police officers who claim to abide by the law.
Tricks and Prostitution
The majority of the tricks (twenty-four) were middle aged
blue-collar, married white men. Some of the older white men
would call the prostitutes "wenches" (a name that was used in
the slave days that meant a crude or ill-bred person). The
prostitutes stated the white men usually paid more for
services, therefore, they ignored the name calling. Some of
these prostitutes (sixteen) see the same tricks on a regular
basis. The majority of the prostitutes stated that they
performed services in the tricks' car (usually fellatio). The
majority (twenty-one) said they never had orgasms with their
clients with straight sex, but would occasionally when the men
performed oral sex on them. They do seem to get frustrated at
their clients for not being able to have an orgasm in a timely
fashion. They feel that they are losing out on money to be
made with other clients. All but one prostitute said that
they had never formed any attachments with tricks. This
exception became attached to a white trick when he offered to
help her get off of drugs and a place to stay. She stayed
with him for three months and left because she still wanted to
smoke crack cocaine. They reported earning from twenty to
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fifty dollars per night.
Sexually Transmitted Diseases and Prostitution
The majority of the prostitutes claimed that they tried
to force men to use condoms as a means of protection against
sexually transmitted diseases and pregnancies. All but one of
these women worry that some of their clients might be carrying
the AIDS virus. One prostitute, an attractive Black-Alaskan,
twenty-four years old who had six children (whom she gave up
for adoption), stated that she was not afraid of contacting
the AIDS virus. She stated that one day sooner or later she
was going to die anyway. All of the prostitutes at one time
or another had had syphilis and/or gonorrhea. These women
were checked to see if they were carrying any type of disease
or virus after entering jail. All with venereal diseases were
treated in the jail. These women also claim to get regular
check-ups at their local health clinic, which is usually
located in their housing projects. All accepted the chance of




Based on my interviews in this research project, I found
that the majority of these black women were under educated
prostitutes without many work skills, not highly demanded or
needed in today's society. All were unwed mothers who grew up
in economically deprived homes. They accepted their low
status, and did not look forward to the future. In brief,
they were drug addicts who lived in the present and were not
too much concerned with the future. All did express guilt
feelings about their work. The drug habit appeared to
displace most of their maternal feelings.
I would never vote in favor of legalizing prostitution
based on three factors: (1) Sex should be held sacred; (2) It
would increase the dangers of sexually transmitted diseases,
and (3) the degradation of black women in the lower class will
also increase.
At this point, I would like to clarify that I am not
trying to be judgmental because legal job opportunities for
these women are not available. They need to develop and
enhance some working skills that will enable them to become
competitive in today's job market. The prostitutes I
interviewed were all addicted to crack cocaine. Because the
drug habit is so powerful, these women cannot focus on legal
morals, motherhood, or legitimate jobs.
First, they should be enrolled in drug rehabilitation
44
programs. Secondly, they need to be trained in order to
obtain some type of marketcdjle working skills. They face poor
work opportunities in a racist society. Most important, they
require an improvement in self-esteem.
BIBLICX5RAPHT
Benjamin, Aurey, Prostitution and Morality. New York:
The Julian Press Company, 1977.
Caimien, Arlene, and Howard Moody, Working Women. New
York: Harper and Row Publishers, Inc., 1985.
Davis, Nanette J., "The Prostitute": Developing A Deviant
Identity." pp. 297-322 in James M. Henslin (ed.).
Studies in the Sociology of Sex. N.Y.: Appleton-
Century Crofts, 1971.
Encyclopedia of Crime and Justice, Prostitute and Pimp
Relationships. Vol 3, pages 1305-13.
Fox, Mary Frank, and Sharlene Hesse, Women at Work.
Pablo,California: Mayfield Publishing Company, 1984
Goldman, Mimi, "Prostitution in America," Crime and
Social Justice (Fall-Winter, 1978): 90-93
Greenwald, Harold, The Elegant Prostitute. New York:
Walker and Company, 1958.
Jenness, Valerie, Social Problems. Vol. 37. Issue 3.
August 1990. Pages 403-420.
Johnson, Virginia, Human Sexuality. Little Brown and
Company, 1985. Pages 397-393.
Kessler-Harris, Alice, Women Have Always Worked. New
York: The Feminist Press, 1981.
Kurtz, M.E., Criminal Offenses and Defenses in Georgia,
2nd edition.
Lewis, Diana, The Prostitute and Her Clients.
(Springfield, Ill.: Charles C. Thomas, Publisher,
1985), pages: 3-42.
Masters, William, Hviman Sexuality. Little Brown and
Company, 1985.
McLeod, Eileen, Working Women: Prostitution Now.
London: Croom Helm, 1982.
Miller, Gale, It's a Living: Work in Modern Society. New
York: St. Martin's Press, 1981
45
46
Miller, Kate, The Prostitute Papers (New York: Ballantine
Books, 1971).
Nwankwo, Adrena, Self Esteem Maintenance an Social
Construction of Occupation. Bell and Howard Books,
1988.
Perkins, Roberta, Being a Prostitute. Sydney: George
Allen and Unwin, 1985.
Roebuck, Julian and Wolfgang Frese, The Rendezvoust A
Case Study of an After House Club. New York: The
Free Press, 1976.
Rosenblum, Karen E, "Female Deviance and the Female Sex
Role: A Preliminary Investigation." British
Journal of Sociology 26: 169-185, 1975.
Sage, Frank, Crime and Delinouencv. Vol. 35 No.l January
1989, pages 109-135.
Sanders, Claire, The Risk Business. New Statesman and
Society. Vol.2 Issue 78. Dec. 1989. Pages 23-74




Per our conversation, here are the questionnaires for the
black female prostitutes to fill out. I would like to thank
you for taking time away from your busy schedule to help me
fulfill this task. If you have any questions, please feel








Per our conversation, here is a copy of the
questionnaires for interviewing the prostitutes. Also
included is a letter for the prostitutes that I provide to
them before the initial interview. I would like to thank you
for taking time away from your busy schedule to help me








I cim a graduate student at Clark Atlanta University who
is doing a research paper on Prostitution. I am asking you to
please assist me in doing this assignment. This research is
based on information gathered from volunteers. All
information collected in these interviews will remain
confidential. I would like for you to briefly answer the
questionnaire on the following pages. If there is something







1. Why did you become a prostitute ?
2. Do you find your job interesting?
3. How old are you?
4. What is your marital status?
5. Do you have any children?
6. How many children do you have?
7. Who is taking care of your children now?
8. Are you currently in a relationship with a man?
9. Have you ever been in a long term relationship with any
one man?
10. Do the children ever see their father? If so how often?
11. How much education do you have?
12. What were you doing before entering prostitution?
13. Do you have any working skills?
14. How did you become involved in prostitution?
15. Were you using drugs before you entered prostitution?
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16. What drugs were you using?
17. What drugs were you using at the time of your arrest?
18. Do you feel prostitution interferes with being a parent?
19. Are there specific skills and knowledge needed in
prostitution? If so, please explain.
20. How do you handle problems with the police?
21. Do you have any other source of income?
22. Where do you and the trick go?
23. Do you see the same trick more than once?
24. Have you ever formed any attachments with tricks?
25. Do you get off sexually with tricks?
26. Do you get sexually frustrated with tricks?
27. Do you consider yourself to be heterosexual, bi-sexual or
lesbian?
28. Do you service both sexes?
29. According to the literature some researchers say that
prostitution "messes with their head", e.g., prostitutes
say that they often cry, get depressed, are angry, hurt
their children. Have you ever felt like this?
30. On the average, how much money do you make a day?
31. What does your family think about you as a prostitute?
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32. How do you protect yourself from STDs?
33. Do you ever worry that some of your tricks could have the
AIDS virus?
34. How do you protect yourself against pregnancy?
35. How do you protect yourself against physical abuse?
36. What do you do when you are not working as a prostitute?
37. How many people on the average did you entertain in one
day?
38. On the average how long did each session last?
39. Were you an abused child growing up?
40. Do you have preferred clientele?
41. Who pays more for services?
42. Do you ever plan to leave prostitution?
43. What will you do?
44. Do you feel that prostitution should be legalized?
45. How well do you like your job?
5346.What types of acts do tricks ask you to perform?
a. Straight lay
b. Fellatio (oral)






i. Other47.Which acts do you prefer?
48. Have you ever ripped off a trick?
49. How many times have you been incarcerated.50.Does incarceration deter you from prostitution?
